
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rushford Lake Matters  

The Official Newsletter of the Rushford Lake Recreation District Commission 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  April 2016  
 

   A new season for sun and fun is coming right at us!  As the lake fills up, it is a good time to share with you current developments 

associated with the Rushford Lake Recreation District.  To catch up with previous editions from last fall and before, click on 

“newsletters” when you go to www.rushfordlakerecreationdistrict.org.   
 

   In this issue you will find a guest column by Andrea Locke, the Western New York Coordinator of PRISM. Her brief invited piece 

serves our ongoing educational initiative about keeping our lake clean.  On June 18 we are planning a second annual Rushford Lake 

and Dam Awareness information meeting. Other news includes work in progress under RLRD direction, including dam repairs since 

last fall; a few rentable boat slips for back lot owners, a new fishing pier, current fund-raising efforts for the dam’s major valve 

repairs; launch fees, policy, and launch stewards’ hours of operation for the 2016 season; and two ongoing studies by ad hoc 

committees.  Note the special mention of the fall draw down timing. Finally, see the important dates of RLRD activities on page 4. 

    

 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

Invasive Species Management 
Andrea Locke, WNY PRISM Coordinator 

lockeas@buffalostate.edu 

 

   Invasive species are non-native species known to cause 

environmental harm, economic harm and/or harm to human 

health. These species have been shown to degrade natural 

areas, disrupt nutrient cycling, negatively impact recreation 

and tourism, and lead to decreases in water quality. 

Recognizing the growing threat of invasive species and an 

immediate need to address them on a regional level, NYS 

funded the establishment of eight PRISMs (Partnerships for 

Regional Invasive Species Management). WNY PRISM was 

established in 2014, and quickly began work to fulfill our 

mission to proactively identify, evaluate, and address invasive 

species priorities in western New York.  

 

   Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) are a priority in western 

New York. Spread primarily by humans through hitchhiking 

on boats, trailers, fishing supplies and equipment, and other 

assisted means, AIS are one group of invasive species that can 

be more easily prevented from spreading and establishing than 

other groups. This becomes even more important because AIS 

tend to be very difficult to control after they become well 

established. Prevention, along with education and early 

detection/rapid response, can be very effective in protecting 

our inland lakes from the harm caused by invasive species. 

 

   Watercraft inspection has been shown to be an effective 

means of preventing the establishment of new invasive 

species. Signs providing information on invasive species and 

how to ‘Clean, Drain, Dry’ boats and equipment, should be  

placed at all public boat launches and fishing access sites.  

 

Along with signs, it is recommended that disposal stations, 

designated areas to place organic materials found on 

equipment, be placed near launches.  

 

   Many Lake Associations work with volunteer boat stewards, 

who speak with recreationists and inspect their boats as they 

enter and leave the water. Volunteers may not be needed every 

day, but having volunteers on a couple of high-use days such 

as festivals or holiday weekends, may provide the necessary 

coverage for a lake such as Rushford Lake. Having staff to 

maintain a presence at boat launches can allow for greater 

consistency in messaging, and may be necessary where 

volunteers are not always available. 

 

   Rushford Lake is known to have some invasive species 

although only a few have been reported to NY iMapInvasives, 

including brittle naiad (Najas minor). Brittle naiad can form 

dense mats that out-compete native species and can interfere 

with recreational activities such as boating, swimming, and 

fishing. This plant is very brittle (hence the name) and can 

easily break into fragments, which can spread the plant to new 

locations. Seeds mature in the summer and late fall, 

germinating in the spring. Additional plant species people 

should be on the lookout for are hydrilla (Hydrilla 

verticillata), water chestnut (Trapa natans), European frog-bit 

(Hydrocharis morus-ranae), and starry stonewort (Nitellopsis 

obtusa). Each of these species are WNY priorities and their 

early detection helps to ensure they don’t become established.  

 

   For more information on PRISM, invasive species, how you 

can get involved, and educational materials, please visit our 

website at www.wnyprism.org. 
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June 18

th
 Lake and Dam Awareness Meeting 

 
   Landowners in the Lake District will soon receive a mailed 

letter explaining more fully the nature of the Rushford Lake 

and Dam Awareness Initiative sponsored by the RLRD.  The 

meeting is on Saturday, June 18, 2015, at 6:30 pm at the 

Rushford Fire Hall.  The purpose is to share information about 

a wide range of topics such as the status of the dam and the 

repair fundraising efforts, lake water and wildlife analyses, 

and some steps taken to protect against invasive species. There 

will be ample time for Q & A. 

 

Caneadea Dam Report 
 

   Since the fall newsletter, these are some of the projects that 

were accomplished: 

 

 We installed a new gate for the tram at the dam that 

makes its access safer. 

 In November a contractor removed vegetation on the 

dam’s back side, over the surrounding canyon walls, 

and the spillway.  

 We purchased and used a set of pumps to de-water 

the tail pool behind the dam for better and quicker 

access to the Howell-Bunger valves for inspection 

and repair. 

 In November, and with engineering assessment and 

advice, contractors repaired welded parts on both  

H-B valves to give us a little more longevity in the 

valve functioning for the short term. 

  The jib crane mounted on the top of the dam is 

inadequate and potentially dangerous.  A bigger one 

is ordered and will be replaced this spring, once it can 

be floated from Balcom Beach. 

 A new roof is going on the control house on the dam. 

 All permits are in hand to build a land access to the 

backside of the dam.  A road once existed and this 

will be revitalized to anticipate the multi-million 

dollar, twin 10,000 pound valve replacement project 

when funds are in hand.  The two towns and county 

are working with the RLRD, supplying heavy 

equipment. 

 We are searching for a contractor to do concrete 

repair work on the front face of the dam. 

 

Other Quick Hits and Tidbits 
 

 Dam repair fund-raising efforts for about $3 million 

continues through the Finance Committee and 

multiple contacts with local, state, and federal 

representatives and agencies. Some grant applications 

are “in the pipeline.” Progress is slower than 

expected, and we are considering alternatives. 

 Planning for logging three parcels owned by the 

RLRD continues.  Bids for several are complete, but 

logging operations will start up next fall/winter. 

 The RLRD has joined CSLAP, affiliated with the 

DEC and the NYSFOLA (a federation of NY lakes).  

A major activity involves carefully tracking our water 

purity and creating a sustainable “data warehouse” of 

the lake’s patterns for better long term management. 

Three volunteers are completing training April 30 for 

summer water sampling, which will then analyzed by 

certified specialists. Want to volunteer?  Call RLRD. 

 An ad hoc committee of the RLRD created a 

Strategic Plan, a draft of which is now on the RLRD 

web site. We invite your comments. Send them to the 

District office by letter or email (with “Strategic Plan 

comment” in the subject line). 

 Over the winter months, the RLRD has been working 

hard to improve and clarify the Guide to District 

Policies and Procedures that informs residents and 

guides RLRD decisions. Updating this document 

adds several new sections and when complete and 

approved, we will provide ample notice and place it 

on the website under the associated link. 

 Two new dock areas, managed by the RLRD, are 

ready for the season.  In addition to a new fishing 

pier near the dam, there are six slips open there for 

rent to back lot owners who do not have a dock.  A 

second group of docks are near the swimming beach.  

Contact the RLRD office to inquire if you are 

interested. On Tuesdays and Fridays, you may reach 

Stephanie at 585-437-2017. 

 

 

                                                                     * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Attention:  Draw Down this Fall 
 

   As noted above, we are seeking contractors to bid on concrete work on the face (water side) of the dam.  If you can help 

identify one or several, please have them contact the RLRD office or provide us with names. If no contractor is prepared 

to work this fall, the normal draw down date of October 15 will stand.  However, if we need to begin to drain the lake 

slowly to allow concrete work to move from the top downward, then we may start draw down October 1, at the earliest.  

The RLRD will keep the public well informed through multiple signs, web site announcements, and Facebook notes.    
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Ad hoc Study Committee on 

Selling Lake Front Property 

 
   In recent months, the RLRD was approached by a group of 

residents who wanted to revisit the possibility of landowners 

voluntarily purchasing property from the RLRD within their 

boundaries to the water below the 1450 elevation.  Several 

reasons were given, including moving away from long-

standing tensions and periodic litigation over activities below 

the 1450, greater control by landowners who wanted to 

purchase the land in front of their dwelling, and as a 

reasonable means of raising RLRD funds for the costly dam 

valve repair project.  

 

   An ad hoc committee (i.e., a committee solely created for 

one purpose and is then dissolved) was established to study 

the ramifications.  What are the implications for landowners 

and the RLRD on such things as management of dock 

licensing, break walls, building restrictions nearer the water, 

back lot owner water access, voluntary versus required 

participation by land owners, tax and assessment implications, 

and so forth?  The committee is slowly studying this to bring 

some recommendation to the RLRD and the whole lake 

community.  When the facts and arguments are thoroughly 

reviewed, there will be opportunity for all stakeholders to 

weigh in, but that may be a year or more away. 

 

   We hope that the rumors conveying anything but these facts 

simply die. This study is not an RLRD initiative and there has 

been no decision made other than to study the issue.  There 

will be no rush to any decision. Lake district residents will be 

fully informed and the process will allow district residents to 

express views at meetings and by district-wide vote.  

 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

2016 Balcom Beach Boat Launch 

Operating Hours

On Thursday, May 26, the boating season officially begins and the gate becomes operational with boat stewards on duty every day. 

The season ends on Labor Day, Monday, September 5.  

 

The launch hours of operation will be Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays -- noon to 7:00 pm; Thursdays, Fridays, and Sundays -- 

9:00 am – 7:00 pm; and Saturdays – 9:00 am – 8:00 pm. 

 

Launch Operation Policy, Procedures, and Fees 
Non-district resident lake users  

 All car-top watercraft, such as kayaks and canoes, and trailered sail boats, may launch free.   

 Motorized fishing boats (25 hp or smaller) may launch for a fee of $10, seven days a week.  A loaner key to exit the lake for 

that day only may be deposited in a drop box that evening. A season pass is available for $100, with a gate key.    

 Pleasure craft, including runabouts, jet skis, and pontoon boats also may launch Mondays through Thursdays for $10 when 

the steward is on duty;  on weekends (Fri. – Sun.) and holidays the fee is $25, when the steward is on duty.  A loaner key to 

exit the lake for that day only may be deposited in a drop box that evening. A $100 season pass is available with a gate key.  

 Residents outside the lake district but within the towns of Caneadea or Rushford may purchase a season pass for $50 to 

launch when the steward is on duty.  

 

District residents with a free launch pass may launch and remove their boats during normal operating hours.  When a steward is not 

on duty, district residents may launch or remove their boats after acquiring a gate key. The key for the season is $10 and may be 

purchased at the RLRD office or boat launch during normal operating hours.  While a colored boat sticker system has been discussed, 

no such system is in place for this year. As always, show your pass to the launch steward.  Carefully inspect and monitor all your 

equipment to stem any foothold of invasive species in Rushford Lake.  We must work together and encourage each other in this effort.  
 

Keyholder Rules and Information 

1. Keyholders must register with the RLRD and sign a covenant affirming that the lake rules and state laws concerning invasive 

species will be followed. Keys are not transferable, including drop box option users. 

If misuse occurs, the RLRD will request that the keyholder surrender the key, and the RLRD may have grounds for further action.  

2. Keyholders may use their key to unlock the gate to launch motor boats they own.  It is not permissible for keyholders to unlock the 

gate to launch others’ boats. It is permissible, however, for keyholders to unlock the gate to allow any other boats out.  

3.  Keyholders must immediately secure and lock the gate following boat launching or removal. 

4. The gate lock is changed each year, so keys are not reused and do not need to be returned. 

5. To monitor the launching area, a 24 hour security camera is installed. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Dates of Important Regular Meetings 

 
2016 RLRD Board Meetings – 

Saturdays at 9:30 am, Rushford Town Hall 

See web site calendar. 
 

 May 21, June 25, July 16, August 27, 

September 24, October 22, November 12, December 17 
 

RLRD Election – July 30 (12-8 pm) 

RLRD Reorganization Meeting – August 6 (9:30 am) 
RLRD 2017 Budget Hearing – August 27 (9:00 am) 

 

Any change in schedule or venue will be 

publicized well in advance 

 

 

A Final Word…..  

 

 

 

 

 

Things to Do 

 
 Genesee Rapids baseball, Opening home 

game is Saturday, May 28.  More info at 

www.geneseerapidsbaseball.com 
                and 716-969-0688 

                 

   Managing the lake is a challenging endeavor. It is always a matter of balancing interests, needs, and perspectives and we ask for 

your continued support, good will, and cooperation. Visit our web site, come to our monthly board meetings, and keep us informed of 

your contact information. We are always open to your perspectives and feedback.  We seek to serve the public good with fairness and 

to preserve the lake’s beauty, purity, and safety.     

                                                          
Respectfully,  Your RLRD Board of Commissioners          
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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